


INDEPENDENT REVIEW PANEL

PARENTAL (OR PUPIL IF 18 OR OVER) REQUEST FOR AN INDEPENDENT REVIEW OF THE PERMANENT EXCLUSION OF A PUPIL FROM SCHOOL.

Parents who wish to apply for an Independent Review of a decision made by a governing body to uphold the permanent exclusion of a pupil from school should do so on this form.
The form must be received by The Clerk to the Independent Review Panel, Democratic Services, Shropshire Council, The Guildhall, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ democracy@shropshire.gov.uk  within 15 school days of notice being given by the governing body of its decision.   The right to request a review expires at the end of this 15 day period.

To be completed by the parent / carer
Pupil’s First Name(s): ............................................. 

Surname:........................................….

Date of Birth: 
..........................................................................................................................

Address: .................................................................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

Contact telephone numbers: Home .................................................  

Mobile ……………………………………….

Email:…………………………………………………………………………………………


Name of School: 
......................................................…………..……………............................



	Reason for the Review Request  (Please see guidance notes at the end of this form about the role and powers of the Independent Review Panel)
































 


Please confirm if you would like an SEN expert to attend
	Please ✔
	YES
	
	NO
	


You have the right to request the presence of a special educational need (SEN) expert at the meeting of the Independent Review Panel, regardless of whether any special need has been recognised to date. The role of the SEN expert will be to provide impartial advice on how special educational need may be relevant to the exclusion.  

Please confirm if you intend to bring a friend or appoint someone to make representations to the Review Panel.
	Please ✔
	YES
	
	NO
	
	Do not know at this stage	
	




Please confirm if you wish to submit any further documents to the Independent Review Panel to support the review. 
	Please ✔
	YES
	
	NO
	
	Do not know at this stage
	




Please confirm if your child wishes to attend the review. 
	Please ✔
	YES
	
	NO
	
	Do not know at this stage
	




Additional information to help the organisation of the meeting
Do you have a disability or any special needs that would affect your ability to attend the review (if yes please specify)? 
Yes/No:…………………………......................................................................................
.......................................................................................................................................

I wish to apply for a Review of the Governing Body decision to uphold the decision of the Headteacher to permanently exclude my child from school. 
Name(s) of Parent(s) (BLOCK CAPITALS) 
:......................................................................................................................................
Signature(s) of Parent(s): 
.......................................................................................................

Date: ......................................................................................................................................

[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs] 




Information about the role and powers of the Independent Review Panel

Following an Independent Review hearing the panel’s decision is limited to one of the following: 

uphold the governing board’s decision not to reinstate 

recommend that the governing board reconsiders reinstatement; 
or 
quash the governing board’s decision and direct that the governing board considers reinstatement


The Independent Review Panel will consider the governing board’s decision in light of the principles applicable in an application for judicial review, and will apply the following tests: 

illegality – did the governing board act outside the scope of its legal powers in deciding that the pupil should not be reinstated? 

irrationality – did the governing board rely on irrelevant points, fail to take account of all relevant points, or make a decision so unreasonable that no governing board acting reasonably in such circumstances could have made it? 

procedural impropriety – was the governing board’s consideration so procedurally unfair or flawed that justice was clearly not done? 

Procedural impropriety means not simply a breach of minor points of procedure but something more substantive that has a significant effect on the quality of the decision making process. This will be a judgement for the panel to make, but the following are examples of issues that could give rise to procedural impropriety: 
· bias; 
· failing to notify parents of their right to make representations; 
· the governing board making a decision without having given parents an 
· opportunity to make representations; 
· failing to give reasons for a decision; or being a judge in your own case (for example, if the headteacher who took the decision to exclude were also to vote on whether the pupil should be reinstated). 
Where the criteria for quashing a decision not to reinstate has not been met, the panel should consider whether it would be appropriate to recommend that a governing board reconsiders its decision not to reinstate the pupil. This should not be the default option but should be used where evidence of procedural flaws has been identified that do not meet the criteria for quashing the decision, but which the panel believes justify a reconsideration of the governing board’s decision. 

This could include when new evidence presented at the review hearing was not available to the governing board at the time of its decision. 

In all other cases the panel should uphold the governing board’s decision.



Further information

Contact details for The Clerk to the Independent Review Panel:

01743 252924
democracy@shropshire.gov.uk
Clerk to the Independent Review Panel, Shropshire Council, Guildhall, Shrewsbury, SY3 8HQ

DFE A guide for parents on school behaviour and exclusion:  available here

The DFE’s Suspension and Permanent Exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral units in England, including pupil movement is available:  here  

School Exclusions Hub:  Exclusion: Independent Review Panel stage - School Exclusions Hub
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