
Cluster meeting: 
talking about babies:

12 November 2025
3pm or 6:15pm

Beverley Jones 
(Early Years Consultant)

Please introduce 
yourselves in the chat 

with your name and the 
name of your setting.
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1. Welcome and introductions

2. Updates

3. How our screen use affects  

      children

4.  Reviewing the layout in your baby room

5.  Q&A’s

6.  Date of next meeting
What to expect in the EYFS: a parents’ guide

Agenda:
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Updates:

EYFS Documentation and Links | 
Shropshire Learning Gateway

EYFS MUSTs for childminders & group and 
school-based providers

Ofsted Documentation and Recommendations |
 Shropshire Learning Gateway

https://www.shropshirelg.net/early-years-information/eyfs-documentation-and-links/
https://www.shropshirelg.net/early-years-information/eyfs-documentation-and-links/
https://www.shropshirelg.net/early-years-information/ofsted-documentation-and-recommendations/
https://www.shropshirelg.net/early-years-information/ofsted-documentation-and-recommendations/


• Early years inspection toolkit sets out the areas 
that will be evaluated and graded on 
inspections:

Early years inspection toolkit

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c15c7f8c6d992f23edd81a/Early_years_inspection_toolkit.pdf


• Ensure that policies, procedures and practices are suitable, robust and followed rigorously,
     so that the welfare, mental health and well-being of all children are promoted.
• Give particular regard to routines for babies’ sleeping, weaning and feeding…
• Ensure that practitioners understand their role as a key person in meeting the care needs
     of individual babies and children, helping them to form secure attachments and promoting
     their welfare and well-being …
• Ensure that hygiene practices are effective in meeting the personal care needs of babies
    and children of all ages …

In gathering evidence about professional learning and expertise, inspectors consider 
the extent to which:

• Leaders ensure that the setting’s professional learning and expertise programme enables
     staff to implement practice that supports the care needs of babies….

Early years inspection toolkit

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/media/68c15c7f8c6d992f23edd81a/Early_years_inspection_toolkit.pdf








Any questions?



Our kids, their screens, the evidence - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DX8OlaeS9d0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DX8OlaeS9d0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DX8OlaeS9d0


Too much screen time ..

Can delay speech and 
communication.

Can impact feeding.

Reduce active play.

Impact on focus and attention.

Make it harder to handle emotions..

12_Sept__EY_thrive.pdf

https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/07/12_Sept__EY_thrive.pdf


Small steps matter …

- Make time for play, chatting and reading.
- Keep screens off at mealtimes and before 
     bedtime.
- Watch or play alongside your child when
     watching a screen.
- Keep screens out of bedrooms.
- Be a role model – children copy how adults
      use their phones and tablets.

12_Sept__EY_thrive.pdf
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Technoference_Poster-2.pdf

https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Technoference_Poster-2.pdf
https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Technoference_Poster-2.pdf
https://healthprofessionalsforsaferscreens.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/06/Technoference_Poster-2.pdf


Tips and advice | Stoke Speaks Out

https://www.stokespeaks.org/parents-tips-and-advice


Any questions?



Reviewing your baby room:

The baby room: a practical guide for early years educators

“A well-designed baby room helps babies feel safe and curious, 
supports meaningful routines, and gives staff the confidence

to work together effectively.”

https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/training-resources/the-baby-room


Supporting 
babies
heuristic play:

• What materials and objects 
support heuristic play?

• How often do you find new 
resources for the room to 
prompt new exploration 
and to respond to babies’ 
natural curiosity?

• Do you use treasure 
baskets with babies? How 
do you support the babies 
to explore the items in the 
treasure basket through 
your interactions and 
conversations?

The baby room: a practical guide for early years educators

https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/training-resources/the-baby-room


Connecting 
with nature:

• How often do you go 
outdoors with babies?

• What is your approach to 
supporting the babies in all 
weathers and experience 
what nature has to offer?

• How do you create a 
secure base amidst the 
stimulation of the outdoor 
environment?

The baby room: a practical guide for early years educators

https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/training-resources/the-baby-room


Feeling safe:

• How does the cosy space 
remind you to slow down 
and connect?

• Are their photographs 
illustrating the importance 
of giving babies your care 
and attention?

• Is there a culture in your 
baby room of slowing down 
and taking moments for 
affection?

The baby room: a practical guide for early years educators

https://www.communityplaythings.co.uk/learning-library/training-resources/the-baby-room


Over to you …

What are you now going to 
investigate or change in your 
baby room?



Have you seen..?
Thrive together stronger practice hubs 

(West Midlands)

Baby Room Network: Nurturing with respect: rights-based care in 
the baby room

10th December 2025 6.30-7.30pm (Online)

Babyroom Network: Nurturing with Respect: Rights-Based Care in 
the Baby Room

Homepage | Best Start in Life

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n5ymu62?source_id=921f039c-a64b-4aef-acc6-b2382f22535d&source_type=em&c=bwxpoz6uP4EWwsl_Yqu_FYeq4GsZ4p6QKIYrkXUdz1F2yWRIks8AYQ==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n5ymu62?source_id=921f039c-a64b-4aef-acc6-b2382f22535d&source_type=em&c=bwxpoz6uP4EWwsl_Yqu_FYeq4GsZ4p6QKIYrkXUdz1F2yWRIks8AYQ==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n5ymu62?source_id=921f039c-a64b-4aef-acc6-b2382f22535d&source_type=em&c=bwxpoz6uP4EWwsl_Yqu_FYeq4GsZ4p6QKIYrkXUdz1F2yWRIks8AYQ==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n5ymu62?source_id=921f039c-a64b-4aef-acc6-b2382f22535d&source_type=em&c=bwxpoz6uP4EWwsl_Yqu_FYeq4GsZ4p6QKIYrkXUdz1F2yWRIks8AYQ==
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/n5ymu62?source_id=921f039c-a64b-4aef-acc6-b2382f22535d&source_type=em&c=bwxpoz6uP4EWwsl_Yqu_FYeq4GsZ4p6QKIYrkXUdz1F2yWRIks8AYQ==
https://www.beststartinlife.gov.uk/?utm_source=Google&utm_medium=CPC&utm_campaign=best_start_in_life_Sept2025&gclsrc=aw.ds&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22948433714&gclid=CjwKCAjwgeLHBhBuEiwAL5gNEcpcfc3vv_7IXK728uToncgJhVUV6iAiXZlJ6V85JC_GvLRjDInc8hoC9vMQAvD_BwE


Signposting:

Early Years Information | Shropshire Learning Gateway

https://www.shropshirelg.net/early-years-information/
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Any questions?

Ideas to be discussed at the 
next meeting.
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Cluster meeting: talking 
about babies:

Wednesday 21st January
2026

10:30 – 11:30am

or 

6:15pm – 7:15pm

What-to-expect-in-the-EYFS-complete-FINAL-16.09-compressed.pdf

CPD schedule and booking details | Shropshire Learning Gateway

Slides from presentations and bite-size CPD | Shropshire Learning Gateway
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