
 

 

Inspire to Learn 

Early Years Conference – Narrowing the Gap: Diminishing the Difference 

Friday 27 April 2018 – Event Code: 80406C 

Albrighton Hall Hotel, Shrewsbury, SY4 3AG 

Albrighton Suite 

 
Programme 

 

8:45 – 9:15 Registration / Refreshments 

9:15 – 9:30 Welcome and conference opened  

Neville Ward – Early Years Education and Childcare Service Manager 

9:30 – 10:30 Keynote Speaker 1 

Deborah Udakis – Early Years Specialist 

Education – the key to reducing poverty: 
Recent figures reveal that there are now places within the UK where more than half of children 
are growing up in poverty – compared to one in ten, in the areas with the lowest child poverty 
rates. Deborah Udakis in her keynote speech will explain the impact of poverty on the life 
chances of children; and what we can do to improve outcomes for children from our poorest 
families. Deborah will also provide her considered respond to Ofsted’s latest report Bold 
Beginnings; and discuss how we can move forward from the debate. 

 
10:30 – 11:00 Refreshment break / Exhibitors 

11:00 – 12:00 Workshop 1 – range of workshops 

12:00 – 13:15 Lunch / Exhibitors 

13:15 – 14:15 Workshop 2 – range of workshops 

14:15- 14:45 Refreshment break 

14:45 – 15:45 Keynote Speaker 2 

Sally Tonge – Storyteller, Musician and Community Artist 

Bathing Children’s ears in the music of language: 
Music is an integral part of human communication. It is an exciting aspect of speaking and 
listening. Sally Tonge is a storyteller, musician and community artist who knows this to be true 
through her 20 years of working in settings around the world, with audiences of all ages and 
abilities. She asks questions, share insights and explodes the idea of stories to encourage 
practitioners to reflect and become bolder. 

 
15:45 – 16:15 Evaluation, raffle and conference close 

Neville Ward – Early Years Education and Childcare Service Manager 

 


